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appointed adjutant general of the State; then was made major general of the State militia. In 1823 he was elected to Congress, and in 1825 re-elected. During his last term he fought a duel with General White.
In 1827 he was elected Governor; soon afterward married Miss Allen, of Sumner County, Tennessee, from whom he separated a few weeks after the marriage, sending his resignation to the Senate, and writing a letter to his father-in-law. He immediately left the State, went up the Arkansas River and settled among the Cherokee Indians, a part of whom had gone to that country, and made his home with the old Indian who had once adopted him. He was sent to Washington to represent the Indians in a matter with the General Government, and went there in the garb of an Indian Chief. While in Washington he attacked one Stan-berry, a member of Congress, in the street for some insult, and severely chastised him. He was brought before the House for contempt, and the doubtful question raised as to whether an assault on a member of Congress on the street was a contempt of the House. He was reprimanded and discharged.
Soon after he made a trip to Texas, and was elected to the Convention which was held to form a Constitution; then helped to establish a provisional government, and was made commander in chief of the Army of Texas. He was elected a member of the Convention that adopted the Declaration of Independence, March 2, 1836, after which he was again elected commander in chief of the army.
The Mexicans, under Santa Anna, began an invasion of Texas with an army of 5,000 strong. They murdered 185 men at the Alamo, among whom and the leader, was Davy Crockett, who had fought with Houston in the Battle of the Horse Shoe. The Mexicans then captured Goliad and put 500 men to death. Houston collected an army of 750 men, part of his militia, and attacked Santa Anna, at San made District Attorney; then wan
